UNRULY FAMILY
gave him a most repulsive appearance. Two things contributed
to his unpopularity—he was a Tory of the Tories, and unlike his
other brothers he kept his affairs to himself. Ardent Whigs pro-
fessed to see in this fifth son of the King a most brutal dictator,
whose abilities at any time might lead him to assume the leader-
ship of the Tory party; and consequently everything was done *
to blacken his character in the eyes of the public. In an age which
battened on scandal it was most disconcerting to know nothing
about the carryings-on of the Duke; and the darkest tales were
told about his vices, which were usually fictions of the scandal-
mongers' vivid imaginations.
Nothing endeared the Duke to his father more than his resolute
opposition to Catholic Emancipation: he spoke against it in the
House of Lords; and the truth is that his opposition was both
feared and respected. But in May 1810 the Duke was the central
figure in a most unpleasant scandal. The popular versions of the
affair all made him a murderer: it was said that his valet, a
Corsican named Sellis, had come home to find the Duke in bed
with Madame Sellis, and that his master, annoyed at being dis-
turbed by an interfering husband, had savagely cut him down
with a sabre. There were plenty of people ready to believe such
a tale about the Duke of Cumberland; and gossiping tongues
quickly manufactured a variety of highly-coloured and cor-
roborating details. The truth reads very differently. For no
apparent reason [unless in a fit of madness Sellis determined to
kill the Duke out of revenge for his master's bitter hostility to
the Catholic Church] the valet made a murderous attack on his
sleeping Duke, and then cut his own throat. The jury, whose
foreman was Francis Place, one of the bitterest opponents of the
Tory Duke, were in no doubt about the facts: without leaving
their places they returned a verdict of felo de se on Sellis.
The strangest of the King's sons was Augustus, who in 1801
became Duke of Sussex. With his elder brother, Ernest, and his
young brother, Adolphus, he had been educated at the University
of Gottingen, a place of learning of which their father thought
most highly. With infinite satisfaction the King reported on his
sons' progress to Bishop Kurd:
My accounts from Gottingen of the little colony I have sent there
is very favourable. All three sons seem highly delighted and pleased
with those that have the inspection of them. But what pleases me
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